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As global uncertainty persisted throughout 2021, Savannah Tree Foundation doubled 
down on its assets to continue to protect and grow Chatham County’s urban forest. We 
kicked off the year with a new website that highlights educational resources and makes 
them more accessible to our community. As the pandemic faded to the background of 
our daily lives, STF carefully moved forward with outside, in-person events.

In our favor, tree planting is inherently socially-distant, as trees need to be planted much 
further than 6 feet apart! Activities such as tree plantings, tree care events, and tree 
walks served as a great way for our constituents to get outside, give back to nature, and 
enjoy one another’s company once more. 

STF continued to cultivate relationships with both for-profit and non-profit partners 
in 2021. The success of our year would not have been possible without significant 
investment from corporate community partners. Gulfstream sponsored our inaugural 
Plant It Forward campaign in honor of Georgia Arbor Day, while International Paper 
sponsored our major Fall planting as part of their Vision 2030 campaign. Those two 
companies alone helped us plant or distribute over 450 trees in 2021! 

Thank you to all our sponsors, donors, and volunteers who continued to support STF 
through uncertain times. With the commitment of our community, we are growing both 
as an organization and in our impact on Chatham County’s tree canopy. Together, we’ll 
grow the future.

Zoe Rinker
Executive Director

MISSION

VISION

Savannah Tree Foundation protects and grows 
Chatham County’s urban forest through tree planting, 
community engagement, and advocacy. 

To inspire and educate our community to create and sustain 
a healthy urban forest today, tomorrow, and forever

GROWING OUR IMPACT



GROWING OUR IMPACT 2021 BY THE NUMBERS

F I N A N C I A L S

I M P A C T S

Savannah Tree Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit, tax identification number 57-1494721. 
Our full 990 tax form is available upon request. 

    In 2021, Savannah Tree Foundation 
facilitated the planting of over 1,000 trees in Chatham 
County! As an organization, we added 203 new trees to 

Savannah’s urban canopy across 17 planting sites. Additionally, 

we gave away 370 saplings to be planted on private property 

and another 500 seedlings to community members. Volunteers 

contributed over 500 hours of their time to help achieve 

these record numbers. More than 1,500 people engaged 

in our online and in-person education programs, and our social 

media channels reached over 35,000 constituents.  



P l a n t  I t  F o r w a r d
February 2021

In celebration of Georgia Arbor Day, Savannah Tree Foundation 
planted over 80 trees in parks and recreational spaces across 
all nine municipalities in Chatham County during the month of 
February. Partnering with Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation 
and United Way of the Coastal Empire, we were able to “plant 
it forward” so that future generations will continue to benefit 
from our urban canopy. By planting in public spaces, we ensure 
that all community members benefit from trees planted, no 
matter their socioeconomic status or geographic location.

This countywide campaign included 
community tree planting events 
in Bloomingdale, unincorporated 
Chatham, Garden City, Pooler, Port 
Wentworth, Savannah, Thunderbolt, 
Tybee Island, and Vernonburg. 
Savannah Tree Foundation serves 
all of Chatham County!



Savannah Tree Foundation started its partnership with the City of 
Savannah Office of Sustainability and other organizations on the 
Green Infrastructure to Green Jobs (GIGJO) project in 2018. Three 
vacant lots in low-lying and low-wealth areas were converted to 
urban tree nurseries and used to provide job training to residents in 
landscaping. Over 500 trees were potted as young saplings, nutured 
over three growing seasons, and were finally ready to plant in early 
2021! 

The next phase of the project is to plant the trees on FEMA lots 
in the neighborhoods surrounding the nurseries. These lots are 
undevelopable due to their history of flooding, which makes them 
perfect candidates for pocket parks and stormwater management 
sites. We kicked off the plantings with over 40 trees during spring 
2021 and will continue to plant trees throughout 2022 and 2023. 
These trees will beautify the surrounding neighborhoods, provide 
shade to pedestrians and soak up stormwater. 

G r e e n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  G r e e n  J o b s
J a n u a r y  -  M a r c h  2021



T r e e s  A c r o s s  S a v a n n a h
November 2021

For the second part of the project, Savannah Tree Foundation staff and 
International Paper volunteers gave away 300 three-gallon trees to 
Chatham County community members. Recipients were able to choose 
from three native tree species, including  live oak, jane magnolia, and 
red maple. Recipients also received a copy of STF’s new tree care guide 
booklet to learn more about proper planting and maintenance practices. 
Three-gallon trees are the perfect size for homeowners to plant on their 
own properties!

To start the 2021-2022 planting season, Savannah Tree Foundation 
partnered with the Arbor Day Foundation and International Paper to 
plant trees as part of IP’s Vision 2030 campaign to grow a greener future. 
Employees of International Paper and community volunteers teamed up 
to plant 60 trees across Westside Park and Barjan Terrace Park. These 
trees provide much needed shade for the playgrounds and recreation 
space, soak up excessive stormwater, and will beautify these parks for 
years to come as part of our future forest. 



For the second part of the project, Savannah Tree Foundation staff and 
International Paper volunteers gave away 300 three-gallon trees to 
Chatham County community members. Recipients were able to choose 
from three native tree species, including  live oak, jane magnolia, and 
red maple. Recipients also received a copy of STF’s new tree care guide 
booklet to learn more about proper planting and maintenance practices. 
Three-gallon trees are the perfect size for homeowners to plant on their 
own properties!



Tree loss due to hurricanes does not stop once the storm passes. Fear 
around tree failure leads to significant preemptive tree removal in our 
region. To combat this phenomenon and educate our community, STF 
created and distributed a Hurricane Prep guide to prepare our urban 
canopy for hurricane season. 

H u r r i c a n e  P r e p a r a t i o n
Summer 2021

T r e e  W a l k s 
April  2021

As we explored ways to engage with our community during a time of social 
distancing, Tree Walks became a powerful tool. In celebration of Earth 
Day and National Arbor Day, we led Tree Walks each Saturday in April 
at locations throughout Chatham County. We continued the Walks year-
round to showcase the environmental impact and cultural signficance of 
Savannah’s trees. Each talk includes tips on how to identify native species 
and see their impact on a local ecosystem. Tree Walks are a great way to 
connect community members of all ages with our urban forest! 



T r e e  C a r e  B o o k l e t
October 2021

Planting and Maintaining Trees in Coastal Georgia is a tree care booklet 
created to guide the public in their own efforts to grow the future canopy 
of Chatham County. Originally published in 2011, the booklet was revised 
and updated for its 10th anniversary.

In under 30 pages, this booklet provides useful information on tree 
planting and care. While it covers many overall best practices, it is 
specifically designed for coastal Georgia.  The booklet guides readers on:

 Right Tree, Right Place practices
 Native trees and nursery selection
 Easy to follow steps for planting and pruning 

The tree care booklet includes local resources, such as contact information 
for tree care professionals, government departments, and local extension 
services. The  booklet closes with a local tree list of native species, 
including helpful information for selecting the right tree. Get your copy 
today online or from the STF office! 
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International Paper
Gulfstream Aerospace

Georgia Power
Target Corporation
Wound Care Clinic

Bartlett Tree Care Experts
Mercer Development

Colonial Group
Guerry Lumber

OC Welch
Annie Rockwell, Realtor

HALLETT & Co.
Pace Lighting
Don Callahan 

Real Estate Group

Dale Thorpe
Patt & Mark Suwyn

Anonymous
Patricia McLeod

Lila & Dale Critz, Sr.
Eleanor Rhangos & 

Dan Bromstad
Patricia & Steve Stephens

Suzie Williams
Lynda Beam

Julie & Pendleton White
Carter & Steve Eagle
Lynne & Don Howe

Karen Karp
Kim Bockius-Suwyn & 

Dan Suwyn

Leslie & Angus Littlejohn
Diana & Craig Barrow III

Maura Sovchen
Michael & Beth Johnston

Sarah & Josh Ward
Cathy & Benjamin Baxter

Gail & David Knopf
Dolores Engle

Courtney Flexon
Nomita Brady & Jimmy Mills

Teri & Karl Tornroos
Karen & Felton Jenkins
Nita Ann & Chris Klein

Cathy & Philip Solomons



B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R SB O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Kathleen Nelson, President
Pitch Powers, Vice President/Treasurer

Eleanor Rhangos, Secretary
Paul Daniels, Past President

DIRECTORS EMERITI

Lynda Beam
Suzanne Williams

Dale Thorpe

Lesley McDaniel
Drew Ruttinger
Jody Trumbull

Benjamin Baxter
Matthew Hallett

Ellen Harris

William Haws
Karen Karp

Shem Kendrick
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S T A F FS T A F F
Zoe Rinker, Executive Director
Sydney Young, Field Manager

Grace Wilson, Development Coordinator
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Arbor Day Foundation
Downtown Garden Club
Courtney Knight Gaines 

Foundation
The Hunter Foundation
The Dunn Foundation
Georgia Tree Council

The Adler Foundation
J.C. Lewis Foundation

The McKenna Foundation
Bell-Barnett Family Fund

Seeds & Weeds 
Garden Club

The Chatham Foundation



502 Fair Street
Savannah, GA 31415

912-233-TREE
savannahtree.org
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