Savannah Tree Foundation

Qur Trees, Qur Future



MISSION: Protect and grow Chatham County's

urban forest through tree planting,
community engagement, and advocacy.




e TreeCanopy.us data by
PlanIT Geo + USDA + Arbor

Day Foundation (2017-2023)

e Lost approximately 5,000
acres (-8.5%) of canopy in 6
years

e Equivalent of nearly 6,000
downtown squares

* Most loss in western parts of

the county - warehousing, large
subdivisions, etc.

TREE LOSS IN CHATHAM

Coastal Georgia is losing trees at an unsustainable rate at a crucial point in time.
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TREE INEQUITY IN CHATHAM

Low tree canopy often disproportionately affects underserved communities.

* From 2022 “Climate Change Assessment and Trees” Whitepaper by SCAD Design for Good Class + STF
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TREE BENEFITS IN CHATHAM

Iree benefits are crucial to long-term sustainability in our region.

* From 2022 series of white papers by SCAD Design for Good Class for STF
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Our plan is simple...

PLANT. MORE. TREES.
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Our Urban Forest’s History
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1700s Late 1800s The Third Forest Future
Pine forests harvested for Renonneol for trees, Park and Tree Commission  Plant diverse species to
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Predominantly longleaf ow‘ntown replante most of Savannah's age out or removed for
and slash pine. with sugarberry trees. development.
chinaberry, and
sycamore.

*Timeline not to scale
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PLANT. MORE. TREES.

Expand our existing community planting efforts
Increase our community tree giveaways

Grow our community tree nursery

Create an urban forestry apprenticeship

Launch a private property planting service



COMMUNITY TREE PLANTINGS

STF has planted 5,800 trees since 1982,

including 54+ different tree species across 181 planting sites.

. 12+ community planting
events/year

. 300+ volunteers engaged
annually

. Plant in all 9 municipalities in

Chatham

. Allows us to reach public
spaces for greater impact




TREE GIVEAWAYS

STF has given away nearly 5800 trees since 2075,
including 25+ different species of tree reaching 30+ zip codes in Coastal Georgia.

. 85% of land in Chatham
County is privately-owned

. Counteract tree removals on
private property

. Promote diverse tree species

. Engages and educates
community members




COMMUNITY NURSERY

STF launched a community tree nursery in April 2024,
made possible by a donation of land from Dulany Industries at Seapoint Industrial Complex.

. Cultivate 2,500+ trees per year

. Goal is to be our main tree
supply, starting with giveaways

. Grow native trees not easily
found in stores

. Will start propagating from
seed in 2025 to help with
urban resiliency




CHATHAM CANOPY CORPS

In July 2024, STF launched an urban forestry apprenticeship program,

funded by a 4-year, $1 million grant from the Georgia Forestry Commission. ™

. Year-long, full-time, paid program

. Curriculum includes hard and
soft skills, with classroom and

field work

. Promotes green job training
opportunities in Chatham

. Working with several industry
partners for training and post-
apprenticeship placement

*Funded via pass-through Inflation Reduction Act funds



PRIVATE PROPERTY PLANTINGS

STF is launching a pilot yard tree program as part of the Canopy Corps grant.

If successful, we will expand to a (small) fee-for-service program in 2026 for whole county.

. Contacted about 4,200 households
in western Savannah and Garden

City

. 160 constituents interested and live
in a qualified EPA-designated census

block

. 500+ trees requested, planting to
start in January 2025

. Important for elderly and others
who may not be able to come to a
giveaway or plant a tree themselves




by the numbers (as of 12/2024)



Trees Added by Year - 2020 to today

B 15+ Gallon Planted B 1+ Gallon Given Away

2020 /o ENE]
2021 203 370

2022 207 500

2023 305

2024 426 2700




Trees Added by Year - Future Goals

B 15+ Gallon Planted B 1+ Gallon Given Away
2025 600 3000

2026 700 3000

2027 800 £10[0]0)

2028 0]0) 3000

2029 1000 3000

2030 1100 3000




by the numbers (goals for 2030)

— 10,000+ — 20,000+

— 500+ — 48



Help us grow our future forest.

e Join the conversation around tree ordinance revisions.
o Attend forums or tell STF your priorities

* Volunteer at a community tree planting or nursery event
* We host an event almost every Saturday, November - March

e Plant a tree in YOUR yard

e Get a tree from a giveaway or talk to us about a yard tree

e Donate to STF

* Your donations support tree giveaways, education, and more




Learn more about Savannah Tree Foundation online.

Email or call us

info@savannahtree.org | 912-233-TREE (8733)



mailto:info@savannahtree.org
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